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GreetingsSNVB Members! | am happyto reportthat
the 2009 annual meeting was a rousing success
Although travel budgetswere especially tight this
yearwe still saw good attendancet the premeeting
symposiaand regular meeting The plenary session
openedwith three dynamic speakersChuck Fowler,
PieterJohnsonandFred Swansonwho providedvery
diverseperspective®n the meetingtheme- temporal
issuesin ecological science - related to systemic
managementenvironmentalchange,and humanities
Our banquet speaker, Steve Beissinger discussed
lessonsl00 yearsin the makingashe spokecandidly
aboutthe findings he and othersfrom the Museumof
VertebrateZoology at the University of California
Berkeley are unveiling as they retracethe stepsof
pioneer Joseph Grinnell in the mountains of
California  SNVB is privilegedto offer you a forum
to foster information exchange, meet future
collaborators (and catch up with old pals), and
develop longlasting professional associates and
friendships We appreciateyour participation

SNVB is alwayslooking for newandcreativewaysto

engageexisting membersand recruit new members
In addition to the journal and newsletter,we havea
new outlet for networkingandinformationexchange
SNVB is officially on Facebook We arecurrently58

membersstrong The SNVB Groupis opento anyone
to join and any group membercan invite othersto

join.

Me S S @&ygu &eon Facebook(or are thinking aboutit), |

encouragsyou to visit the SNVB Groupsite, become
a member and invite your 0 f r i ¢onhkcode
membergoo!

And speakingof recruiting new members,many of
you who attendedthe annualmeetingheardme talk
abouthow | becamenvolvedin SNVB; membership
was a requiredpart of a Mammalogycourse While
some might think that requiring membershipin an
organization unconventional, it is an excellent
opportunity to engageyour studentsand encourage
their participationin professionalsocieties Student
membershipnly costs$15, a smalladditionto course
fees Studentmembersreceiveall of the benefitsof
regular membershipplus they are eligible for the
student scholarship (provided your university and
their work occurswithin S N V Bgeasgraphicscope)
| encouragall of you faculty outthereto considemy
suggestionand make membershipto a professional
societypart of your curriculunt | amfor the summer
coursel'm teaching

Thanksagainto the 2009 annualmeetingorganizers
and presenters We look forward to seeingyou next
yearin southerrOregon!

-Tara
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Society for Northwestern
Vertebrate Biology

éthe oldest scientific association dev:%o t he

of terrestrialvertebratesn the Pacific Northwest Wh @) W e al

-established 7 January 1920 The Societyfor NorthwesterriVertebrateBiology wasfounded
on7 Januaryl920asthe Pacific NorthwestBird andMammal

. Club. Long recognizedasthe pre-eminentunion of ornithologists
EX ecu t Ve B oar d and mammalogistsn the Pacific Northwest,the societyadopted

President: its currentnamein 1988to reflectan expandedaxonomicscope

Tara Chestnut, tarachestnut@gmail.com thatincludedamphibiansaandreptiles The scopeexpanded
againin 1999to includefish. Todaythe societystrivesto

Vice-President for Washington: promotecloseworking relationshipsamongornithologists,

Aimee Mclintryre, aimee.mcintizzle@gmail.com mammalogistsherpetologistsandichthyologistsin our region

fosterexchangeof scientificinformationandinterestin the
studyof vertebratesandoffer a forum for theseactivities
throughmeetingsandpublications

Vice-President for Oregon:
Doug Degross, ddegross@comcast.net

Vice-President for Inland Region:
Paul Hendricks, phendricks@mt.gov

Vice-President for Northern Region: Mem berSh | p

=% All personr institutionsinterestedn the studyof birds,

Vice-President for Southern Region: mammalsamphibiansreptiles,andfishesareeligible for

Hartwell H. Welsh Jr., hwelsh@fs.fed.us membershiplndividual membergeceivethe Northwestern
Naturalistandthe Murreletter,our newsletter OtherSNVB

Treasurer: publications suchasNorthwestFaunaareavailableata

Tiffany Garcia, tiffany.garcia@oregonstate.edu reducedate Otherprivilegesof membershignclude
notification of all SNVB meetingstheright to votein SNVB

Secretary: meetingsandelections andparticipationasa memberof the

Tiffany Hicks, hickstlh@dfw.wa.gov SNVB board

Historian:

Marc Hayes, Mhayesrana@aol.com

Trustees For more information or to

IsabelleDeguise ideguise@gmail.corr b ecome a mem b er V| S | t:
LauraFriis, laurafriis@shaw.ca WWW S nWV b . O rg

Brent Matsuda, brent.matsuda@jacqueswhitford.com

F. Teal Waterstrat, teal.waterstrat@gmail.com

The Murreletter

Northwestern Naturalist: The Murreletter is published three times yearly and is
Robert Hoffman, robert_hoffman@usgs.gov distributed to the members of the Society of Northwestern
Vertebrate Biology. Submission of stories, meeting
Managing Editor, NW Fauna: announcements, and other material of interest to members
NathanielSeavy nseavy@prbo.org of the society is encouraged. Submissions should be sent to

the Murreletter Editor, Eric Lund. To receive the Murreletter
Electronically, which is strongly encouraged, please provide
your current address to the SNVB Treasurer, Tiffany Garcia.

Murreletter:
Eric Lund,SNVB.murreletter@gmail.com

Webmaster: Brian Biswell, bbiswell@fs.fed.us


mailto:ideguise@gmail.com
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Citizen Science My neighborsare teachingand encouragingeach

other about the nature and needs of a little

Mission Creek Community Naturalists: forgotten streamthat is getting a secondchance
Knowing Your Neighbors and Neighborhood Park By no meansam | responsiblefor the people's
Through Field Notes - - passionsand interestsin the park, but I hopethat
A couple months ago Sab. 7 Fhmany Nhm (ytbutad. | the often forgotten art of taking good field notes

canprovide a forum for peopleto learnandshare,
andbe a placefor many future new discoverieso
come 1 F. TealWaterstrat

| started a little project to
find out more about the
plants and critters that T
inhabit Mission Creek Park| ;~*," ™,
which is several blocks
away from my house near
downtown Olympia, ‘

SNVB to Launch New Website!

Washington. The park oy fiu M)irbii\oa In May our societywill Iaunchits newwebsite,a
encompasses the Jruiih b cimmpieert 80 project completedby design studentsat Clark
headwaters of Mission iap ¢ conarlasmygaly (o O Collegein Vancouver,WA in collaborationwith
Creek, one of those small | #u o weeets; | severalSNVB boardmembers Be sureto check
often forgotten urban twmwhmaji 4 il | it out atwww.snwvhorg. Ideasandfeedbackare

welcome We hopeto addoptionsfor bothonline
membershindannualmeetingregistrationand
paymentas well as membershiponly accessto
articlesfrom the NorthwestNaturalist

streams half wrapped in

culvert and English Ivy that still goes about its business
flowing downhill to the Salish Sea. | posted a short
mission statement and left Ritethe-Rain notebooks®

at the five major entrances to the park, asking visitors tc
jot down anything from the weather and animal
sightings to the name of their favorite tree. | fully
expected lots of jokes and little yellow piles of
vandalized notebooks scattered throughout the wetlands
and surrounding forest. To my surprise and delight the

% Society for I\"cr(ll';;.", vy
B  Vertebrate BiolOLyias

WELCOME!

following week | collected five intact notebooks filled e Whet's New
with great stories of coyotegileatedwoodpeckers, and - EESEEEEE
poems! | started a blog as a plasesubmitthe S AEchind A p [ b

notebook entries for all to track the observations: T et R ‘ e e i
www.missioncreeknaturaligtiogspotcom . '

vissting our annaal meetms page

© 2009 SNVE

The project is young, but already | have met
professionaland vigilante restorationecologists,great
birdersand botanists poets,a couplegreatdogs,and it

isn't evenspringyet By far the greatestbenefitl can As alwaysyou canfind
hope to come from this experiment is already informationaboutour
happening Peoplearewriting questionsand othersare studentscholarship,and
responding Bird inquiriesarebeingansweredasedon contactinformationfor
field note descriptionsand thank you noteshave been ourboardmembersAnd
left to unknown individuals who took the time to cut D o nfdrdgetyou can
awayivy andscruboff spraypaint downloadall previous

issuesof The Murreletter therein .pdf format
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This internationaljoint meetingof Ichthyologistsand Herpetologistswill be at the Hilton Portland& Executive
Tower SNVB memberR. Bruce Bury is the Chair, Local Host Committee Co-chairsare StanHilman, Portland
StateUniversity,andCarl Ferraris,Portland,OR. OtherSNVB memberson the committeeinclude TaraChestnut,
DedeOlson, Marc Hayes,and many others We will lend a handproviding local flavor andleadingmost of the
field trips. We needvolunteersfor this invasionof approximatelyl,000 visitors Pleasecontactany of the folks
namedaboveor RB Bury (buryb@usggov). Thankyou.

The meetinghas 8 symposia,including one honoringRobertfi D o 8torm The receptionis outdoorsat Oaks
Parks,about5 miles upriver from the Hilton Hotel. Deadlinesfor presentationsindearly registration March 31.
Pleaseseeweb pagefor informationon how to register,submitpresentationsandfor all otherdetails

Organizing Societies:

-25th annual meeting of the
-89th annual meeting of the
-52nd annual meeting of the
-67th annual meeting of the

Participating Societies:

» American Fisheries Society



http://www.dce.k-state.edu/conf/jointmeeting/events.shtml
http://www.dce.k-state.edu/conf/jointmeeting/events.shtml
http://www.dce.k-state.edu/conf/jointmeeting/events.shtml
http://www.dce.k-state.edu/conf/jointmeeting/events.shtml
http://elasmo.org/
http://www.asih.org/home
http://www.ssarherps.org/
http://www.herpetologistsleague.org/en/index.php
http://www.elhs.cmast.ncsu.edu/index.html
http://www.elhs.cmast.ncsu.edu/index.html
http://www.herpconbio.org/
http://www.herpconbio.org/
http://www.snwvb.org/
http://www.snwvb.org/
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Update on Northwest Partners in Amphibian
and Reptile Conservation

February was a busy month for Northwest PARC! We
held anEphemeral Wetland Construction Worksloopl6
February 2009 at Tualatin Hills Nature Park in

Portland, OR.
Thomas
Biebighauser
(US Forest

Servicg
andElke Wind - AMPHIBIAN sup REPTILE CONSERVATION

(E. Wind Consulting/ NW PARC)instructecthe coursewhich
was attended by 20 participants from Alberta, British
Columbia,WashingtonQOregon,andWashingtorDC.

The NW PARC Annual Meeting followed the workshop
on 17 February2009at the OregonZoo in Portland,OR.
Sixty attendeeslistened to plenary speakers Andy
Blaustein (Oregon State University) and Thomas
Biebighauserwho providedan overviewof herpetofauna
conservationissuesin the NW and an exampleof what
canbe doneto restoreor createcritical wetlandhabitats
The group actively discussederp conservationissuesin
the NW andformedseveralteamsto accomplishspecific
tasksover the next year. (1) Communications Social
Sciences,(2) Training, (3) Funding, (4) Inventory and
Monitoring, (5) Linkage Areas/ ImportantHerp Areas,
(6) Impactsof Disturbance(7) Restoration(8) Disease,
(9) SpeciesBasedBest Managemen®Practices Meeting
attendeesalso participatedin a Ranid Reintroduction
Workshop (organizedby Kris Kendel) and behind the
scenegootourto learnaboutcaptivebreedingprograms
P A R CHakitat ManagemenGuidelinesfor Amphibians
and Reptiles of the NorthwesternUnited States and
WesternCanada was distributedto meeting attendees
David Pilliod (US Geological Survey) was selectedto
replaceDede Olson (US ForestService)as co-chair of
NW PARC,atwo-yearposition

BIODIVERSITY CENTER FOR
WILDLIFE STUDIES

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRDS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA i SPECIES UPDATES:
Since the publication of
the 4volume set

fiThe Birds of British
Columbia ( 12009)p
the Biodiversity Centre for
Wildlife Studies

(BCFWS), a nosprofit
organization established in
2004 in British Columbia,
has been publishing
updated species accounts
as NFeatured Specieso in

their bi-annual journal Wildlife Afield. The comprehensive
accountsmay be of interestto members,especiallyauthors
revising their Birds of North AmericaaccountsThes p e c i
profiles may also be helpful in preparing status reports,
developing speciesmanagemenplans as well as providing
insight into significant changesn arrival and departuredates
andlengthof stayfor speciedn British Columbiaoverthe past
120 years To date, published accountsinclude Canada
Warbler (66 pp.), Common Loon (75+ pp.), Common
Nighthawk (53 pp.), He er ma nGuld s(53 pp),
SemipalmatedPlover (7 pp.), and Turkey Vulture (20 pp.).
Accountsin preparatiorincludeC | a rGeeébesandFor st er
Tern.

FOR
g\“RE Wy,
1S 40%

BIODYy,
“Rs,
>
sa\o“f’

D

Other published wildlife speciesinclude Moose (33 pp.),
Thinhorn Sheep(9 pp.), andWood Frog (9 pp.).

TheseaccountsgxceptCommonLoon which will be posted

in September2009 are available on-line as PDF files at
www.wildlifebc.org. As well,135 additional AFeat ur
Ar t i and@é N ot oarsbé downloadedfor the first nine
issuesf Wildlife Afield. Theseincludeanassortmenbf peer
reviewedarticleson status,distribution, food habits, natural
history, population trends, conservation,and effects of
climate changefor amphibiansyreptiles,birds, and mammals

in British Columbia

A singlesupplemento Wildlife Afield , alsoon-line, hasbeen
issued as fiRoads and Wildlifed. This 60-page booklet
contains eight papers on highway mortality in British
Columbia and announcesa provincial ROADWATCH BC
program

For more information contact R. WAYNE CAMPBELL,
Director, BCFWS (rwcampbell@shawa) or visit the web
site

Submitted: 10 February 2009 (R. Wayne Campbell, Director
BCFWS, Associate Editor, Wildlife Afield)
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Member Photo

Marc Hayesphotographedhis femaleNorthern
Redleggedfrog (Ranaaurora)in situ during
fall migration on 14 October 2005 on the
CooperPointPeninsulan WestOlympia

Keepaneyeoutfor Redleggedfrog breeding
activity in your neckof thewoods | t tliattime
again!

Spring is around the corner and the Pierce County
Biodiversity Alliance is excitedto announcehat we are
planning a BioBlitz! We thank you for your past
participation,andhopeyou hada greattime andare able
to explorea newareawith us

You are invited to join us faBioBlitz 2009:
Roy/McKenna area of the Nisqually Biodiversity
Management Area (BMA). The Nisqually

BioBlitz will occur on May 15 and 16 from 3:00pm on
Friday to 3:00pm on Saturday.

Yes, this is a true 24hour biological survey!

The habitatsidentified in the areainclude Garry oak
stands,remnantprairies, severalriparian wetlands,and
second growth conifer forests - an incredible mix of
habitats There is potential for some exciting finds,
including rare and threatenedspeciesof butterflies and
mammals

Teamleadswill do someadditionalsurveysbefore
and after the event Taxa that will be surveyed
include mammal, bird, amphibian, reptile,
invertebrateandplant This BioBlitz hasthreemain
objectives

1. Validatingthe speciegredictedto inhabitthearea
basedon modeling conductedas part of our larger
PierceCountyBiodiversity Network Project

2. Engagingcommunitymembersn discoveringthe
biological richness of the region leading to
conservatioractions

3. Enjoying a greatfield day for all participantsas
weinventorythea r ebedutfulremnantprairies

This is an intensiveeventand our teamparticipants
work harddocumentingas manyspeciesaspossible
againstthe clock In appreciationmeals,snacksand

a t-shirt are providedfor all participants Fundsare
alsoavailableto reimburseanytravel expensesThe

membersf the PierceCountyBiodiversity Alliance

thankyou in advanceor your assistance

For more information:
contact KrystaKyer at kkyer@tahomaaudubon.org

or go to:
http://depts.washington.edu/natmap/bioblitz/nisqually/
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Trail maps offer casual birder a wing up

| tds just
No big deal, right?
Well, notsofast
The Sunand
Sagel.oop, the
newestroutemap
of what
Washington
Audubonhas
dubbedthe Great
WashingtorState
Birding Trall, is

yet anothemreason
for peoplefrom
otherpartsof the
Pacific Northwestto come to this part of the state,
wherethey may just spendtheir moneyon restaurants,
lodgingandfuel.

Or, at the very least,it will help casualor beginning
birdwatcherdigure out whatkind of bird thatmight be
sittingin thebranchesabovethem

A portion of
map of the Great Washington State
Birding Trail. (Courtesy photo)

But back to that tourism dollar, which can have a
profoundimpacton communitieshit hardby recession

A P e oimphlardeconomictimesd o rstbgr e cr e a't

said Hilary Hilscher, an Audubon Washington
spokeswomanfor the Greater Washington State
Birding Tralil.

A Weeedsomesort of recreationto get us out of our
day-to-day world, and (during an economicdownturn)
people tend to go to their local parks and wildlife

areas)ooking for someplaceloseto homeo

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,in
2006 peoplein Washingtorspent$1.5 billion relatedto
watchingwildlife, more thanthey spenton huntingor
fishing. The 851,000 who traveledawayfrom hometo
seekoutthosesightingsspentanaveragef $519 most
of it onfood andlodging

Christi Norman, program director for Washington
A u d u b lrdirty $rail series,pointedto two studies
donein Virginia and Texas,both amongthe 38 states
thatalreadyhavedesignatedirding trails.

The Texasstudyfi s athatdor every 100 birderswho

come to your community, you get 1.4 newj ob s,
Normansaid,thenaddedwith alaugh fi It fh e yike r e

me, (thatjob) will beatthewinerieso

The Virginia study,doneby thes t a gaméfsheries
departmentto assessthe impacts of the Virginia
Birding and Wildlife Trail, would also lead one to
assume Central Wa s h i n gourem destinations,

such as wineries, would be benefittedby thest at e

birding-trail series

Respondentsin that 2007 study, who had either

a s hi n §adeestedtheqbirdinontead guide or were contacted

while visiting siteson the map, tendedto be middle-

aged,well-educatedand have medianannualincomes
above $75,000 8 the very demographictargetedby

thewine tourismindustry

March23, 2009by ScottSandsberry
YakimaHerald
www.yakimaheralccom

You Too Can Submit Articles!

If you haveanideafor anarticle,a seminar,
workshop,or training announcement, or
would like to advertisea job or student
announcement, please submit to the
Murreletter The Murreletter is published
threetimes per year and reacheghe entire
SNVB membership

Please send articles
To Eric Lund at:
snvb.murreletter@gmail.com




For more information about the

Society for Northwestern Vertebrate Biology

check out our website:

WWW.Snwvb.org




