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S N V' Bdiosvth and maturationin the nearlyeightyearssince

| 6 bexnon the boardis striking to me Our board and
generalmembershiparethe backboneof our successindwhat
makes SNVB stand out from other organizations Your
commitment, talent and energytruly speakto our mission,
vision andvalues,andarewhat makesSNVB truly special

HappyNew Year SNVB.

As we enterthe new year, | invite you to stop andreflect on
your accomplishmentsind consideryour future goals | will
dosofor SNVBé

i |
It was a record year for both NorthwesternNaturalist and See you in Medford!
Northwest Fauna  With Bob Hoffman at the helm,
NorthwestermNaturalistpublishedmore pageshis yearthanit Ch
hasin anypreviousyear. Ourjournalis now availablethrough = eerS, Tara
four full-text indexes,making it more accessibleto readers
than ever and achievingour goal to increasevisibility and

accessibility Despite being the Northwest Faunaeditor for Inside this Issue:
just over a year, Nat Seavy has been involved with
shepherdingwo monographsgo publication NorthwestFauna pg.3 2010 Meeting Details: symposium overview,
6 focuseson conservatiorstrategiegor the SiskiyouMountain accommodations, photography contest, and
Salamandeand is hot off the press NorthwestFauna?, on abstract submission guidelines
the ecology of the WesternPond Turtle hasa much broader
audienceand has a publicationgoal for 2010 N a t sfated pg.4 New NW Fauna; Oregon Spotted frog
goalis a bird monograptand| encourags/ou to approacthim translocation update
with yourideas!

pg.5 PARC meeting announcement; Ocean Watch
Our annual meetingscontinueto be well attendedand well
supported The 2010 Medford meeting, with an all-star pg.6 é60cean Watch cont .
planning committeechaired by Oregon vice-presidentDoug
Degross,andincluding|0ng—standingmemberSRiCh Nauman, pg7 Crossword contest, SNVB board positions
Dave Clayton, and Michael Parker,will not disappoint! The
meetingtheme,i C h a mngAttitades,ChangesnL at i t ud ¢ pgsg Member Travelogue
is a play on a Jimmy Buffet songof the sametitle. Plenary
speakerswill addresstopics including the state of the pg.9 éTravel ogue cont; Spotte
Northwest Forest Plan and assisteedmigration as a opportunity
conservationstrategy Our specialsymposiumon landscape
permeabilityfor wildlife will inClUdeaSDECialscreening)f the pglo Postdoctoral Opportunity; Member photo
awardwinning independent film Division Street a
documentary about merging modern engineering with pg.11 SNVB Membership renewal form

ecologicalresearcho providelandscapgermeability
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Who we a.

The Societyfor NorthwesterrVertebrateBiology wasfounded
on7 Januaryl920asthe Pacific NorthwestBird andMammal
Club. Long recognizedasthe pre-eminentunion of ornithologists
and mammalogistsn the Pacific Northwest,the societyadopted
its currentnamein 1988to reflectan expandedaxonomicscope
thatincludedamphibiansaandreptiles The scopeexpanded
againin 1999to includefish. Todaythe societystrivesto
promotecloseworking relationshipsamongornithologists,
mammalogistsherpetologistsandichthyologistsin our regior
fosterexchangeof scientificinformationandinterestin the
studyof vertebratesandoffer a forum for theseactivities
throughmeetingsandpublications

T
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Membership

All personsr institutionsinterestedn the studyof birds,
mammalsamphibiansreptiles,andfishesareeligible for
membershipindividual membergeceivethe Northwestern
Naturalistandthe Murreletter,our newsletter Other SNVB
publications suchasNorthwestFaunaareavailableata
reducedate Otherprivilegesof membershignclude
notification of all SNVB meetingstheright to votein SNVB
elections,andthe opportunityto runfor SNVB board
positions

For more information or to
become a member visit:
Www.sSnwvb.org

The Murreletter

The Murreletter is published three times yearly and is
distributed to the members of the Society of Northwestern
Vertebrate Biology. Submission of stories, meeting
announcements, and other material of interest to members
of the society is encouraged. Submissions should be sent to
the Murreletter Editor, Eric Lund. To receive the Murreletter
electronically, which is strongly encouraged, please provide
your current address to the SNVB Treasurer, Tiffany Garcia.
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Call for Papers

Society for Northwestern Vertebrate Biology
2010 Annual Meeting

February 226, 2010
Red Lion Inn, Medford, Oregon

CHANGESIN ATTITUDES, AND LATITUDES: THE CHANGING CLIMATE OF SCIENCEAND POLICY

Symposia and Meeting AtA-Glance

23 February Premeeting symposium: Transportation & Wildlife Issues
24-26 February  Plenary and concurrent sessions, and poster presentations
27 February Field Trips

Sessiortopicswill include Climate Change Stateof the NorthwestForestPlan, EmerginginfectiousDisease®f RegionalFauna,

Invasive SpeciesReptiles,Birds, Amphibians,Carnivores Mammal ManagementAnimal Relocation,WesternPond Turtlesand
more

Pleasesubmitabstractdor presentationsnd postersto Doug DeGrossat ddegross@comcagtet. Abstractsmustbe submitted
electronicallyasMicrosoft Word documentsdy 18 January201Q Pleasdollow the Abstractpreparatiorinstructionsbelow.

For more information or to volunteer contact Planning Committee Chair:
Doug DeGross(ddegross@comcastet), SNVB Vice Presidentfor Oregon

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

A photography contest will be held which will include fish and wildlife in the following photographic categories:
Portrait, Telling a Story, Abstract Art, Capturing an Unusual Moment

Prizes will be awarded for the Best Photo in each category, as well as Best in Show. Photos should be mounted, but not
framed. Photoswill be displayed for viewing during socials and poster sessidhs.winning photos will be announced at the
banquet.For questions, contact Teal Waterstrat, teal.waterstrat@gmail.com

SYMPOSIUM OVERVIEW

Transportation and Wildlife Issues: The symposium will speak to transportation and wildlife issues with perspectives from
Washington DC, Forest Service Region 6, and Oregon State University, with a focus on landscape linkages, techniques for
mitigating for wildlife, and real world successes with regard to transportation projects.

ACCOMMODATIONS

Arrangementfiavebeenmadefor accommodationat the RedLion Hotel in Medford, OR atthe 2010perdiemrate ($77US/night)
In order to receivethis rate, reservationsMUST BE MADE BY February 1, 201Q After this date rooms are no longer
guaranteedand the reducedrate will no longer be available.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS Address:

Phone Reservations (only):call (800) Red Lion or (541) 779 5811. Red Lion Inn Medford

Make sure to mention that you woul d 200iNkRiverside Avere put i n t
block of rooms for the meeting in order to receive the reduced rate, Medford, OR 97501

and a credit card is required for reserving rooms. Tel: 5417795811
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New Publication

The Societyfor Northwestern
VertebrateBiology is pleased
to announcehe publication
of NorthwestFauna6:
Conservatiorof the Siskiyou
MountainsSalamander
(Plethodorstormi), editedby
DeannaH. Olson,

David Clayton,

RichardS. Nauman and
Hartwell H. Welsh,Jr. This
73-pagepublicationpresents
athoroughtreatmentf the s SO S
biology, conservationand .
managemeng&ndsurvey

methodsof the Siskiyou
MountainsSalamander oS o o e

Northwest @@@
Fauna Ve

AMONOGRAPH OF VERTEBRATE BIOLOGY

Forinformationon ordering,visit
http://www.snwvb.org/nwf-series.html

Translocation

Fort Lewis frog recovery effort keeps biologists
hopping

Dec 11, 2009

By Ingrid Barrentine
http://www.army.milfnews/2009/12/11/31706f@rt-lewis-frog-
recoveryeffort-keepsbiologistshoppind

Photo by IngridBarrentine

FORTLEWIS, Wash- Biologists at Washington Department

of Fish and Wildlife, The Northwest Zoo Alliance, The
Evergreen State College, Cedar Creek Correctional Center and
Fort Lewis Fish and Wildlife are involved in a fiyearlong
Oregon spotted frog species reintroduction pilot project at the
post's remote 4@creDailmanLake.

Last month members from the agencies gathered on the
lakeshore to release nearly 80 of approximately 66tath
old frogs raised in captivity at their facilities.

The frog, native to the Puget Lowlands, has become a state
endangered species due to loss of habitat, predation by non
native species, and disease.

"The species is extinct or thought to be extinct anywhere from
70 to 90 percent of its geographic range," said Marc Hayes, a
WDFW biologist.

Since the project began in 2008, more than 1,000 juvenile
frogs have been released at the site.

A couple thousand frogs might seem like a lot, yet scientists
question if it is enough.

"When you look at the number of eggs laid by one female
frog, 500 frogs a year does not add up to that many," said John
Richardson, a biologist with Fort Lewis Fish and Wildlife.

Of the 500 eggs laid by a single female, only about 1 percent
will reach their first birthday, he said.

"It's a very steep learning curve for baby frogs. They don't get
to make mistakes," Richardson said.

Frogs can't reproduce until males are three years old and
females are four.

"We hope to know in another year or two whether or not we
have reproductive success (at the release site)," said Jim
Lynch, a Fort Lewis Fish and Wildlife biologist.

"My goal at the end of this pilot study is that we will have
learned how to recover this species, which may lead us to
discover ways of recovering other endangered amphibians," he
said.

Part of the project requires biologists to repeatedly return to
the drawing board to consider the issues and the costs.

"We continue to develop techniques during this process that
will benefit the frog's conservation and may be applied to other
conservation projects," he said.

Together, Richardson and Lynch have been tracking the
migration habits of several frogs using a radio collar system.
BecauséDailmanLake is directly connected to Muck Creek,
the frogs have been found in several locations within that
wetland system. So far, the biologists are pleased with the
recovery efforts but admit they can't bring the species back on
their own.

"In the broader scale, this is just a single attempt in a small
area," Lynch said.

"If we're going to recover the species, we are going to have to
attempt this in many locations throughout the state."

Ingrid Barrentineis a photojournalist with Fort Lewis'
Northwest Guardian.
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AMPHIBIAN ano REFTILE CONSERVATION

Third Annual Meeting Announcement
Northwest Chapter of
Partners in Amphibian and Reptile

Conservation
March 8 -9, 2010
Owyhee Plaza
Boise, ID

NW PARC will be meetingjointly with the ID Chapterof
PARC March 8-9, 201Q This will precedehe annualmeeting
of the ID Chapterof The Wildlife Societybeing held at the
Owyhee Plaza March 9-11, 2010 The meetingincludes a
special symposium March 9 on Wildlife and Energy
Developmentin the Northwest featuringinvited talks and a
paneldiscussioron effectsof wind, solar,geothermalcoalbed
methame IPPs, oil and gas, and transmissionline and road
developmentsn wildlife .

Ocean Watch

Famous SF sea lions may have turned up near

Oregon
Posted on January 7, 2010 at 9:05 AM
KGW.com

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 8 More than 1,500 sealions that
abruptly disappearedrom SanFrancisco'sPier 39 may have
gone500miles northto the centralOregoncoast

Officials with Sea Lion Caves, a private preserve near
Florence, Ore, say huge pods of the animals 8 now
numberingabout2,0000 beganshowingupin Octoberabout
the sametime they startedeavingPier 39.

Kim Suryan a biologist with the Marine Mammal Institute in
Newport,Ore, saysthe numbersaremuchhigherthanusual

About 1,700 sealions were countedat Francisco'sPier 39 in
October before they began leaving in droves after
Thanksgiving

Expertssayit's strangefor so manyanimalsto be atthe pierin
thefirst placeandthenleavesosuddenly

They saythe sealions may havegonenorth for colderwaters
andfood andcould eventuallyreturn

mrmation from: San Francisco Chronicle,
http://www.sfgatecom/chronicle

Pacific Northwest's endangered orca population

rose in 2009
By Scott Learn, The Oregonian
January 07, 2010, 7:00AM
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A newborn calf, born Jan.3, swims with its mother

The Pacific Northwest's endangered southern resident killer
whale population increased in 2009 from 85 to 87 whales, then
welcomed another new addition just into the New Year, the
Center for Whale Research reports.

During 2009, three of the orcas went missing and five were
born, for a net increase of two, said the center, which
submitted a census report to the National Marine Fisheries
Service.

Three of the calves came from the J pod, the most frequently
observed of the three pods (J, K and L) that frequent the inland
waters of the Salish Sea in Washington and British Columbia,
the center said. On Jan. 3, another calf appeared in J pod,
boosting the population to 88 for the time being.

The center said it's optimistic that the baby boom represents a
comeback for the resident population, which went into steep
decline in the miel990s.

Their continued survival depends on sufficient food supplies,
particularly springchinook the center said. One key: efforts to
boost salmon recovery on the Columbia River, source of much
of the fish the orcas feed on.

-- Scott Learn
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their voicesby 31 percentbetweenl963and2008 said Mark
McDonald of WhaleAcoustics which conductedthe study
with researchersSarahMelnick and John Hildebrand of the
Scrippsinstitution of Oceanographyn California

Call for Volunteers

"That is the same as
: three white keys on
2 Py the piano. If it
SPOKEN HER E dropped 50 percent
it would be down an

. . octave," said McDonald,
Whale Watching Spoken Here connects trained volunteers who first noticed the

with visitors along the Oregon coast during the two major changre about eight

Gr a whal e mi rati ons. The r m ma i = —
to hel d isit dl gb t the whal d oth P ygags adb WheR A blue whal€ is shown off the coast of British
0 nelp viISItors see ana learn abou e whales and otner automated blue whale Columbia i this 2007 file photo.

marine life along our coast. songdetectors off the Photograph by: Handout, Department of

. . Fisheries and Oceans
Californiacoast had to
beshifted to lower frequencies.

-

We offer three training sessions each year. Sign up and
attend the one of your choice:

McDonaldandhis co-researchersetoutto comparethe songs

\I;)ec25??24 (I;Iatfleld IMat_rtlnte S(;l:/lnc_e C%ntel:r, e port in areasrangingfrom the Indian Oceanto the North Atlantic.
ol regon InStiE s iiaI= 1210100y, But the causeof the changeremainsa mystery
Charleston
Feb 2621 III‘V%V(':‘:’) a\TvcfACIark Interpretive Center, "The one that seemedlike a promising idea was increasing

oceamoise,"McDonaldsaid

Volunteers must attend one training session before they
can serve at Whale Watching Spoken Here sifince
trained, they may volunteer every year thereafter. We
encourage seasoned volunteers to take refresher courses,
and invite previously trained volunteers to audit trainings
at no cost.

But, if blue whalesare strugglingto make themselvesheard
over the soundof marinetraffic, their voicesshouldbecome
higher,ratherthanlower, he said

"They caneithermakea quietersoundat a lower frequencyor
aloudersoundat a higherfrequency,"he said

Dr. Bruce Mate, director of the Oregon State University
Marine Mammal Institute, is the instructor for the De& 5
training.

McDonald favoursthe theory that, with blue whale numbers
slowly increasingsince whaling officially endedin 1966 the
malesd which sing all the songsd do not haveto call as
Marine biologistCarrie Newell will lead the Jan. 224 loudlyto beheardby females

?ns Feb.éOZl SeasO I:)ark Ringﬂorrls G(;oveé il ¢ . But blu§ whale expert Jortm .Calam kidiF director of
W teh' Cr etg_og gr ﬁ a_ltn tall the ¥ :/ ita ' Qdadi F?ege%rtr:hha@e%lrﬁ Oﬂ/rsnpia, a%h, Goubts that
atching entepiiEE RIS it (hree eve populationshaveincreasedsufficiently to explainthe change

O

For More Information:
http://www.whalespoken.org/OPRD/PARKS/WhaleWatching
Center/docs/whale_watching_volunteers.pdf

Off the west coastof the U.S. and B.C., the populationis
believedto haverisenslowly from about2,000in the 1980 to
approximately2,500.

More blue whalesare being seenin B.C. waters,wherethey

Blue whales now singing In deeper voices. had previouslybeenhuntedalmostto extinction,becausedhey

By Judith Lavoie , Victoria Times Colonist, Dec.2, 2009 arechasingkrill thatmovewith a cycle of cool ocearwater.
VICTORIA 8 Blue whales are changing their tune, but ' _

scientistshaveno ideawhy thelargestanimalsin the world are But blue whalescontinueto be listed as endangerednd the
singingin deepewoices worldwide populationis now about 10,000 comparedto the

pre-whaling populationof about300,000, Calambokidissaid

A study, published in the journal Endangered Species
Researchhasfound maleblue whalesall over the world have Calambokidissaid he thinks femalesfind the deepertones
lowered their tone, even though different populations sing moreappealing
differentsongs

"The males produce the calls so they are related to
Blue whalesin the northeastPacific population, including reproduction,’he said,"not preyor navigation"
increasinghumbersfound in the watersoff B.C., havelowered © Copyright(c) CanwestNews Service
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Test Your SNVB Knowledge

1

2 3

10

*The first person
who emails a list
of correct answers | |1 20
to the puzzle wins a
pocket sized ritén-

therain notebook 21
mailed to their

d
a

Murreletter editor.

22

oorstep! Send you
nswers to the

Across
1. collection of armored reptiles
4. Strix who cooks for you

6 .

North Americads northern

7. Oregon's newest salamander, species

11.
12.
14.
15.
16.
18.
19.
22.

rite-in-the-rain® home town
Grinnel study range

Jackson county beer river
victorious civil war mascot, 2009
head-butting mountaineers
Beaver U

newsletter icon

2010 meeting state highest point

Down

2.
3.
4.
5.
8.

9.

recent spotted frog reintroduction Fort

SNVB fish friendly since 199

what is needed to get into the society

2010 meeting organizer

V.P. Mcintyre State (abb)

site of Humpback whale observation NW Nat v90 #2

10. Sebastes

13. color of lion at 2010 meeting venue
17. water body formerly known as Puget
19. 2010 meeting city

20. frog call

21. Northwest Naturalist editor

mo s

SNVB WANTS YOU!
SNVB Board Position Nominees Wanted

Positionsopenasof spring2010Q

-Vice Presidentfor Oregon (2 year positionn term expires
2012

-Vice Presidentfor Northern Region (2 year positiorn term
expires2012

-Vice Presidentfor SouthernRegion (2 year positior term
expires2012

-Trustee(3 yearposition termexpires2013

Main Boardmemberresponsibilitiesandperks
Avoting memberof SNVB Board

Rktdh@ dpproXiin&elythi@EBdatdSmeetingsper year (via
conferencecall and in personat the annual meeting if
possible)

Melp the annual meeting organizing committee (e.g.,
advertiserecruit speakersget donations hosta field trip or
special event,and/ormoderatea sessiongtc)

APromote SNVB wheneverpossible (e.g., recruit potential
membersat meetings)

Anrite short articles and/or send information to the
Murreletter editor and webmasterabout goingson in your
region(e.g., researchmeetingsworkshopsgvents etc)

Ainancialsupportto attendthe annualmeeting

Please contact Elke Wind
[ewind@telus.net; 25€/16-1119]
if you would like to run for a position or would like to
nominate someone
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Member Travelogue

It waslate in the eveningon October8th 2009 as we hoisted
our last pint to new and old friends and the deities of good

weather and wandered down the docks of Fisherman's
Terminalin Seattleto the M/V UrsaMajor. The UrsaMajor is

a refitted wooden Norwegian trawler that our good friends

CaptainJoshand 15t Mate/NaturalistEmily charterin the Sea
of CortezandSE Alaska This s just theircommut& Alaska

to La Paz Four of usd myself, SheilaPeden and Nick and

Beckyd were lucky enough to vacation with these hard

working seafarerdrom Seattle WA to SanDiego,CA. Thisis

our account

TheUrsaslid into the
BallardLocksin the
predawnlight with the
crewalittle groggyand
disorientedbut fueledby
strongcoffeeandthe
thoughtsof the openocean
by sunset While we
droppedo sealevel and
coiledthemooringlines,

| startedthinking of whales,
albatrossendlesghorizons,
the sensatiorof constant
motion,andbreakfast As
we headedvestthat
afternoonaggregationsf
seabirds,ncluding a numberof Heermann'gulls, dottedthe
Strait of Juande Fuca Soonafter Emily's trainedeyesspotted
the first whale swimming quickly towardsthe birds, a sleek
Minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostratd, presumably
headedor foragefish thatthe birdswerelikely floating above
This wasour first whaleandthird speciesof marinemammal,
having seentwo pinnipedslounging aroundSalmonBay that
morning As thelight fadedawaywe found ourselvegassing
NeahBay. The only disappointmenbf a wonderfulfirst day
waspassingCapeFlatteryand Tatooshisland(of RobertPaine
fame) in the dark | would haveto settle for their glowing
greenoutlineson theradardisplay.

From the 9th to the 12th of Octoberwe slowly chuggedour
way down the west coast of Washington, Oregon, and
Northern California From the wheelhousewe watched a
swirling circuit of Black-footed albatross,Sooty and Buller's
shearwaters, Northern fulmars, and white-headed gulls.
Floating on the water was an assortmenbf murres auklets,
murrelets guillemots, and even one tufted puffin. But, as
usual, the marine mammalsstole the show with their bulk,
curiosity, and kinship.  After officially enteringthe Pacific
Oceanwe soon encounteredCalifornia sealions (Zalophus
californianug, Dall's porpoises (Phocoenidaes dalli),
Common short nosed dolphins (Delphinus delphi3,
Humpbacks (Megaptera novaeangliag and a Fin whale
(Balaenoptera physaluy. The majority of the sighting
soccurredsome20 mileswestof CoosBay, OR.

One reasonfor all the sightingswe speculatedvas daylight,
but the true reasonfor such patchy distributionsthe whales
keptto themselvesExciting stuff for a couplefrom Montana,
a nurse,and a befuddledtree counter We cursedfacing the
oppositeway as a humpbackblew or breachedand racedto
the bow smiling to watch the Dall's race round the hull and
then disappearto other merry business Emily and Josh,far
from beingwhalewearyfrom yearsat sea,helpedkeepthelog
of marinemammalsightingsdown the coast

As we nearedEureka,a storm was chasingus southand we
decidedto duckinto Woodley Island Marina for beer,fishing
gear,andanadventureonterra firma.

After atrip to town, we decidedthat we might aswell seethe
redwoodsandLost Coastwhile we werethere We all hopped
in a minivan and headedout to see some of the wo r |
greatesttrees It was an opportunetime in my mind for

searchingfor amphibiansasthe cloudsopenedup after a hot
dry summerand saturatedand soakedthe coastalforest In a
momentarystop in our whirlwind tour, | managedo find 3

ensanting Ensatinaeschscholtzibregonensis out baskingin

therainin a matterof moments Unfortunatelyl couldn'tseem
to musterup the enthusiasnto stoopin the downpourfrom the
rest of the crew, which is understandablé& you have more
whalesand Mexico on your mind. Whenwe piled backinto

thevanl wasleft alienatedn adripping puddleof abackseat,
the price you pay | suppose But the cloudswerebreaking,so
up andwestwe wentto the Lost Coast

Thetransition
from the
redwoodgo
thewindswept
coastwas
beautifuland
dramatic Up
we wentfrom
Sequoiao
Psuedotsuga
Madronesand
firs turnedto oakandmaplesaswe poppedover

the crestand into the hamletof Honeydew After a quick
eating and fueling we headedout of the treesand to the
Pacific Thesunwasstreakingthe greyoceanandasthe wind
gustedfrom the South, we stood on the beachhappyto be
ashore As we headedback up the hills of CapeMendocino
we were surroundeddy hawks(my apologieson not knowing
the species)hovering mere feet above the ground | was
amazedby the sheerdensity of raptorson the hills and their
controlin the gustingwinds

Back at the marina, another exciting bird observationwas
waiting. Below the fisherman'amemorialwasa flock of more
than 50 Marbled Godwits that presenteda surrealcinnamon
spectacleastheytook off andlandedin unison But beforewe
could explore the Humboldt Bay any further, out the
breakwatemwe went

€ .Continuedon page7
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this specieds known from about40 local populationsacrossa
historic geographicrange that extendedfrom the southern
margin of the FraserRiver in southwestBritish Columbiato
theupperPit River systemin northwestCalifornia

é Travelogue continued from page 6

As the pelicans and sea lions looked on, we sailed south to
warmer weather. Several humpback and grey whales
(Eschrichtiusrobustu3 were seen cruising the Point Reyes

area The Conboy Lake NWR Oregon spotted frog population is

unique in two ways It is the largest Oregon spotted frog
population acrossits geographicrange and it is the only
Oregonspottedfrog populationsuccessfullyco-existing with
bullfrogs, a condition in place at this site for over 60 years
Both conditions make this population key in understanding
Oregon spotted frog ecology As a consequence,this

Passing by th&arallons we saw a strange red tide thick in the
water and the towers of the Gate Bridge above the infamous
fog. The following day we put out the hand lines and pulled in
bonitos, which we gobbled up raw, cooked, reheated, and cold

for the next several days.

The 18th of October was our last day aboardtfsaand it

turned out be a good one. We navigated the oil rigs, Channel

Islands, and LA commercial traffic (yes traffic sucks even in

the ocean) the previous night. As the sun came up we were off

Catalina Island with porpoises riding the bow wake. Sheila

and | even got our cheeks moistened from their blows. Then,

to top off the morning, a Blue whalBglaenopteranusculuy

decided to cruise slowly by in the opposite direction, giving us

a show of its flukes before it dove out of sight.

That afternoonwe pulledinto SanDiego Bay througha bed of

giant kelp, and it was all over for Sheilaand . The others
pushedn safelyto La Paz BeckyandNick weresoonbackin

Montanato closeup shopbeforeheadingbackto PugetSound,
andJoshand Emily hadchartergo fulfill in the Seaof Cortez

But what a hootit all was, and a greatreminderof the huge
diversity of habitatsand backbonedfauna that make up the
greaterNorthwestermregion! Keepaneyefor the UrsaMajor,

shecould be visiting a port nearyou anytimewith a boatfull of

goodcheerandadventures

-storyandphotosby Teal Waterstrat

FIRST CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS at the
12" Annual Oregon spotted frog Ranapretiosd
egg mass surveys donboy Lake National
Wildlife Refuge to begin in late February or early
March 2010.

Wh a tit@lsabout?
ThemarshspecializedOregon :
spottedrog is theamphibianspeciesat %
greatestisk of extirpationacrosshe
higherrainfall portionsof the

North AmericanPacific Northwest
(PNW).

Presumed extinct in northwestern California and the
Willamette Valley of Oregon and representedby highly
localized remnant populationsin the Puget TroughGeorgia
Basinof WashingtonStateandBritish Columbia,

populationhasbeenthefocusof studysince1997. A basicpart
of this effort hasbeenvolunteersupportednonitoringthat has
conducteceggmasscountson ConboyLake NWR since1998
Most yearssinceits inception,~50 volunteershavecontributed
to this effort. This level of volunteer assistances needed
becausethe surveyedareais severalsquaremiles in extent
This monitoring was key in identifying the successof a
massivehydrological restorationcompletedmostly in the fall
of 2001 at a cost of over $250,000. Prior to this restoration,
tensof thousand®f Oregonspottedfrog eggmassestypically
laid in shallow water, becamestrandedbecausethe water
control systemwas unableto maintain adequatewater levels
throughthe egglaying interval

ConboyNWR, nestled

in the Glenwood Valley,
Klickitat County, WA, is
located in the spectacular
premontandandscape just
southeast of Mount Adams,
and approximately 1.5 hou
eastnortheast of Portland.

Thesesurveys could not be possiblewithout the assistance
of many volunteers® one of which could be YOU!

Training will be provided on site Field days are typically
9:00AM to 5:00PM. You will needraingear,and well-fitting
hip wadersor chestwadersasyou will typically be doinga lot
of walking in water 1-2 feet or so in depth You shouldalso
pack food and water for the duration Children are welcome
with adult supervision Pets are not allowed on the refuge
Lodging may be availablefor volunteerswishingto surveyfor
morethanl day.

We hopeyou canassistusin
this multi-yearmonitoring
effort thatwill help
conservehis statelevel
endangered@peciesurrently
afederalcandidatéor listing.
Pleasefeelfreeto sharethis
announcemenith otherswhomaybeinterested

If interested, pleasecontact

Tiffany Hicks, WashingtorDept of FishandWildlife
Tiffany.Hicks@dfwwa.gov

(360) 9022544
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Postdoctoral Opportunlty

m@s

Un versity of Colorado at Boulder

Postdoctoral Scientisti Disease Ecology and Amphibian
Conservation

Creative and motivated candidatesare invited to apply for a
Postdoctoral Scientist position working at the intersection of
diseasescologyand amphibianconservatiorat the University of
Colorado, Boulder  The position will focus on exploring
guestionsn oneof two focal areas

(1) Applying metacommunitytheoryto hostparasiteinteractions
atmultiple spatialscalesand/or

(2) Understandinghe immunological mechanismghat mediate
patternsof parasitecoinfectionandamphibiandisease

A wide range of parasiteswill be included in the study, but

particular emphasiswill be placed on the trematodeRibeiroia
ondatraeand its effects on amphibianmalformations Previous
field and/orexperimentakxperiencewith hostparasitesystemss

essential,and a backgroundin community ecology, landscape
ecologyand/orimmunologyis stronglyencouraged

Experience with GIS and analysis of spatial data is
preferred Becausefunding for positionsis derived from
several sources, the selected candidate will have some
flexibility in developingspecificprojects

Focal project areas include using ecological 6 r u Itee s 6
understandpatternsof parasiteinteractionwithin and among
hosts,identifying the effectsof hostand parasitediversity on
disease,and evaluating the importance of dispersal and
species interactions in structuring host and parasite
communities Target start date is spring or summer of
2010 Interestedapplicantsshouldsend(as a single pdf) the
following: a completeCV, contactinformationfor references,
and a brief statementof researchinterestsrelated to this
position (<2 pages) to Dr. Pieter Johnson
(pieterjohnson@coloradedu), Ecology and Evolutionary
Biology Department, University of Colorado (see
www.coloradoedu/eeb/facultysites/pieter)

APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED UNTIL
FEBRUARY 1ST, 2010 OR UNTIL A SUITABLE
CANDIDATE 1S FOUND.

Member Photo

Another image from the
adventuresof FT. Waterstrat,
this photo capturesone of the
great geologic wondersof our
region

Can you guess where it is?
Hint: from here you would
have once upon a time been
looking at a waterfall four
times the height of Niagara
Falls!

Photo taken 28 November
20009.




